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The C2C Summit Textiles & Supply Chain on 28 January 2021 with
a focus on the Global South has shown that the global textile
industry is facing fundamental change towards circularity and
true sustainability. In light of increasingly scarce resources and
simultaneous global population growth, this is the only way to
achieve positive and healthy growth. At the summit, we discussed
with representatives of companies and NGOs as well as politicians
not only the problems which the industry faces, but also the
solutions that already exist today. Around 300 people from the
textile industry, politics, associations, NGOs and civil society
registered for the digital event. The all-day summit focused on
how the global textile value chain can be brought into cycles in
order to end not only the waste of resources and environmental
damage caused by the industry - especially in the production
countries of the Global South - but also the social consequences of
this.

dTheCradle to Cradlapproach can help us achiev
a Circular Economy in the textile sector.
This approach, which looks at the production
process in the round and uses intelligent produc
design, aims to create closed cycles

Dr. Maria Flachsbarth,
Parliamentary State Secretary in the German
Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
Development at the C2C Summit

OWe need textiles designed for skin contact
and circulating either in the biological or the
technical cycle. This way, we can end the
squandering of resources and the emergence

of textile landfillsg

Nora Sophie Griefahn and Tim JanBen,
executive directors at Cradle to Cradle NGO
at the C2C Summit
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Between 2000 and 2015, the global textile production volume
doubled. At the same time, the sector accounts for 10 % of global
carbon emissions — equaling the amount that Germany, Russia,
and Japan emit together. Combined with the high consumption
of water, it is no surprise that the textile industry is the second
largest pollutant. Dr. Maria Flachsbarth, Parliamentary State
Secretary in the German Federal Ministry of Economic
Cooperation and Development, added that environmental
damages and the squandering of resources lead to harmful
working conditions in the industry, which have increased due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. She stressed that we urgently need a
circular economy in the sector and that we must use the
Mminimum amount of resources, avoid waste and reuse fibers.

“The Cradle to Cradle approach can help us achieve a Circular
Economy in the textile sector. This approach, which looks at the
production process in the round and uses intelligent product
design, aims to create closed cycles. That is a concept that is
gaining increasing importance in the partnership for sustainable
textiles, and in the further development of the Green Button, our
government-run label for sustainably produced textiles”, Ms.
Flachsbarth concluded.

But within Cradle to Cradle, not only the environmental and

resource aspects are of utmost importance. Raw materials that
are made into textiles must be free of toxic substances and
pollutants. They should not cause any damage to one’s health,
neither by being produced, nor by being worn. As of today, this is
unfortunately not the case. Cotton textiles are treated with toxic
dyes and process chemicals. Synthetic fibers are processed with
harmful additives and catalysts. Altogether, most textiles on the
market are not designed for contact with skin.

~Within a global value chain, the quality of all applied substances
is important - whether it is fibers, threads, or dyes. We need
textiles designed for skin contact and circulating either in the
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